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to the work for which I had been sent to Ranee Khet.
I have already mentioned missionary work done on
visits to the schools. At Ranee Khet opportunities
were found for conversation with shopkeepers and
their customers. Thousands of work-people were em-
ployed on the buildings which were being erected, and
these, when the work of the day was over, flocked to
the Bazar to buy food. After the toil of the day, when
eagerly anticipating their only cooked meal in the twenty-
four hours, they were not inclined to listen to a stranger
telling them of his strange religion. Occasionally I did
succeed in getting for a time the attention of some not
so eager as others to get their evening meal. Most heard
quietly, but sometimes individuals replied with bitter
words. Many of the work-people had come from a great
distance. The most prominent of these was a band of
Cashmeeree Mussulmans, who spoke against Christianity
with a fierceness which showed what they would do if
they had the power. From one of them I got a retort,
which it was difficult to repel I tried to put the party
into good humour by asking them about their country,
and I smilingly said, " Is there no food in your country,
that you have come all this way for it ?" To which I got
the reply : *' You, sir, have come much farther than we
have done. Had you no food to eat in your country ?"
I must acknowledge I felt myself shut up under this
rebuff.
During rny residence at Ranee Khet I had much
intercourse with two classes widely separated from each
other—educated young men, and Doms.
I have mentioned that from the Almora Mission School
a number of young men had gone into all parts of the
Province. Several got situations in the public offices of

